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By Divine Providence 


SECCLESIASTICAL; 1 
= EXHIPITED I». 

fo the Miniſters, Church-Wardens , and 3 
F 12 Side- men of every _ within the F 
| . loceis o - 1 
2 LICHFIELD and COVENTRY: \ 
5 2 " IN THE | 
. Triennial VISITATION | 
. | OF THE 1 'T 
N 2 Right Reverend Father in God | 


Lord Biſhop of LICHFIELD 


2 and COVENTRY, 
2 In the fourth year of his Conlecration, an. Pom 1665. 7 
5 : ' LONDON, Printed for 7ohn Place. 1 6 6 5. | 
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The Oath to be given unto the Church. 


wardens , and Side men, of every 


Pariſh. 


Du ſhall Swear to enquire with the 
beſt diligence that you may, and 
preſent every perſon of your Pa- 
2 riſh that hath done any Offence 
contrary to the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this 
Kingdom now in force, or omitted any Duty 
therein required. And this you ſhall do, with- 
out any favour, or hatred, or fear of Diſplea- 


ſure; So belp you God, and the contents of his 
holy Goſpel. 
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AR EICEES 


INQUIRY 


Within the 


DIOCESSof LICHFIELD 
and COVENTRY. 


_ about the Church and Church-yard. 


ez S your Pariſh-Church and Chancel decently 
© (a> kept foz Gods Ponour 2 Are the Rocfs, 
* 3s Walls, Pavements, and Windows well 
2) WP repaired? are the Ten Commandments, 


= Lo02ds Pzayer, and the Creed, dzawn out 
in fair Letters, inconvenient places? and are the Kings 


Arms ſet up: 


11. HAV E your late Church, wardens made Leavics 
foz the reparation of the Church, and other holy nſes 2 And 
the there any that refuſe to pay the pzopoztton leavicd upon 

em 2 - 


III. I'S there a Font of Stone detently covered, kand⸗ 


ing towards the lower end of the Church, foz the Avmini- 
A 2 ftration 


Articles of Inquiry. 

ffration of Baptiſm? As there a comely Table placed 
conventently in Church oz Chapell foz the nſe of the Logos 
- Supper? Zs there a comely Carpet of Silk oz good Staff 
foz that holy Table, with a fair Linnen Cloth to ſpzead 
upon it in the time of Adminiſtration 2 And is thers an 
bandſome Cup of ſilver foz the Mine, and a Cover of 
l vet to the ſame to pat the 1Bzcavon And is there one 
oz moze Flaggons of Pewter oz better metall foz that aſe ? 


IV. ARE your reading Desk and Pulpit convent- 
ently ſet up, and placed, foz the uſe of publick Pzayer and 
Sermons 2 And hath pour Pulpit a Cuſhion, and comely 
covering befc2e it? 


V. IS there in your Church the Common-Pz2ayer- 
Book of the largeſt Uolume, ſet fozth by Anthozity of this 
pꝛeſent Parliament? And is there the Bible in Folio, fair⸗ 
ly bound, of king James's Tranflation 2 Is there a decent 


@urplice, (one 02 moze ) foz your Parſon, Uicar, Curate, 


. Ledurer, to wear in the time of all publick Piniſtra⸗ 
tions? | | 


VI. ARE the Tombs, Panuments, Graveſtones of 
the Dead in your Church, oz Church-yard, pzeſerved, and 
not ſuffered to be bzoken, taken down, oz removed ? 


VII. Is there a Book of Parchment, wherein be 
Regiftred the Chziftnings, Parriages, and Bartals in 
your Pariſh ? Is there a tcong Cheſt, with thzee Locks, 
wherein to pzelerve out Church Furniture? and a Box 
foz Alms, placed in a fit place foz the Relief of the Pooz ? 


VIII. IS the Bauſe and Dat-houſes of your Miniſter 
in good and ſafficient repair: Doth he pzeſerve the Gar⸗ 
dens, Dzchards, and Gleve belonging to him, and the 
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Trees growing in the ſaid places, without embezeling, 


changing, oz any way damnifying them: ny 


Articles of Inquiry. 


IX. Is the Church-yacd decently kept, and well fenced 
to keep out Beaſts 2 


Inquiries about the Parſon, Vicar, Curate, Lecturer. 


H AVE the above, named received E piſc opall D2- 
dination, accozding to the Laws of the Kingdom? 


IT. CAN yon tell who did pzeſent your Parſon , oz 
Uicar, to his Beneſtce? Yave you heard, oz known, that 
be came in Simoniacally? Was he induced into his Bene 
fice befoze ſufficient witneſs 2 Aud did he read the nine and 
thirte Articles befoze oz at Bozning oz Evening pꝛaper : 
And did he give his conſent to them 2 


III. HATH he read the Book df Common pzayer 
as it is injopned by the late An of Unifozmity foz publick 
 Pzayer, Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, gc. on ſome 
Sunday befoze the four and twentieth of Auguſt, Anno. 1662. 
And by the additional Ac foz ſuch as were diſabled befoze 
the Feaſt of the nativity of dur Lozd, Anno, 1663. and did, 
and doth he wear the Sur plice while he perfozm'd that Df, 
fice, and other Offices mentioned in that Common-Pzayer- 
Bock ? 


TV. HATH he publiſh'o his conſent unto the ſaid 
Book on ſome @unday befoze the time above-mentioned, 
openly in time of Divine Service, and hath he ſubſcribed 
to the Declaration as it is expꝛeſt in the 77. page of the a- 


— Statute, and manife ſted it to the Congregation 
openly ? 


V. DOT H he read the full Service , accozding to the 
direction of the Common-pzayer-book , on every Sunday 
and Yoly-day, at Pozning and Evening Pzayer ? ez doth 
he negligently omit any part of it: 

VLDOTH 


Articles of Inquiry. 

VI. DOTH he Peach a Sermon on every Sunday, 
oz pzocure a Sermon then to be Pzeach'd? Oz elſe ſome- 
times read one of the Homilies which the Church hath ap- 
pointed? And doth he often on Sundays and Yoly-dayes 
befoze Diving Service," inſtruc his Pariſhioners inthe 
Catechiſm in the Church ? 


VII. DOTH he read the Service appointed foz the 
fifth of November, thirticth of January, twenty ninth of 
May? and doth he keep the yearly Perambulation and Ro- 
gation dates befoze oz at the Feaſt ef our Lozvs Aſcenſion ? 


VIII. IF your Parſon oꝛ Wicar keep a Curate, is he of 
godly Life and ſufficient Learning: Is he allowed by the 
Biſhop , and can pou fell whether the laid Curate have a 
— allowance accozding to the value of the Li- 
ving ? 


IX. DOTH your Pariſh maintain a Lecturer ? 
Is he a Uertuous and Dzthodox Divine? Is he Licenſed ! 
by the 1Biſhop? Doth he read the full Divine Ser vice of 
Common, Pꝛaper once a Poneth at the leaſt, wearing a 
Durplice : 


X. HAVE you a Parſon, Uicar, oz Curat in your Pa- 
rich, oꝛ Hamlet? if not, how long have you been without 
one? and who is the Patron that ſheuld pzeſent one to the 
Ozdinarp? 


XI. DO yon obſerve, to your beſt underſtanding, 
that your Parſon, Uicar, Lecturer, oz Curate, do Pzeach 
the trne Mozd of God: Oz do they, to your judgment, 
(having conſulted with other gravePariſhioners,)vent dan⸗ 
gerous Opinions, derogating to the Glozy of God, and a 
pious Life: Do they teach Sedition direaly againſt his 
Pajeſty, his Laws, and Government, oz do you note, that 
indirectly they caſt out Seditious glances againſt the Civil 
State, 02 Government Eccleſiaſtical ? 


XII. DOTH * 


Articles of Inquiry. 

XII. DOT H your Miniſter celebzate the Lozyvs Sups 
per in the Church, accozving to the Service of the Com⸗ 
mon-P2ayer-Bock, often every year  Doth he repulle 
them from it chat are ſcandalous by the ſentence ok the 
Laws ? Doth he Baptize ſuch Infants of his Pariſh, ac. 
cozding to the Service of the Common-P3z3yer , as upon 
waraing given befo2c, are bzought on @undaics oz Holr⸗ 
daies to the Church with Godfathers and Ood-mother s, and 
upon lawful Summons doth he Baptize Anfants at heme in 
caſe of danger and neceſſity > 


XIII. DOTH he viſit the Bick at thetr houſes, when 
he is required, upon lawful Summons? Doth he P2ay with 
them, Erhozt them to faith and repentance , and comtozt 
them? Doth he give them the Yoly Communion, that pꝛo⸗ 
feſs faith in Chꝛiſt, and ſozrow foz their ſins, if they require 
it; and doth he Erhozt them to Bzotherlp love, and wozks 
— Charity, ik they be able to bequeath a poztion fo pious 

uſes ? 


XIV.DOTH he pzepare the veung men and Paidens 
of the Pariſh to be confirmed by the Biſhop 2 Doth he 
Marry any clandeſtinelp, and at duc honrs inthe Church, 
and that upon Banes thzice publiſh'd on Bundaies ez Yoly- 
daies,02 Licence obtained from the Spiritual Court? And 
doth he bury the Dead accozding to the Book of Common- 
Pzayer ? 


XV. 18 your iniſter, Ledurer, Curafe, a mon of 
ſober, chat, juſt, unblameable Life : and ſpare not to pꝛe⸗ 
— oz ſhem, that are not every way examples of God⸗ 

neſs. 


XVI. DOTH your Piniſter with the Thurch-war- 
dens fake care duely every-year, to ſend in the names of all 
ſuch in his Pariſh, as have been Baptized, Married, Bu⸗ 
ried, Excommunicated, that they may be enrolled in the Bi⸗ 
ops Regiftry 2 

XVII. DOTH 
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Articles of Inquiry. 

XVII. DOT H pour intſter maintain peace with his 
Neighbours 2 and ſtudy to keep them in peace as much as 
in him lies? Doth he take diligent care to reduce all Secas 
ries, De paratiſts, and Refracozy perſons to the obediente 
of the Doctrine and Government of this Church? And doth 
be offer himſelf, being an able Learned man, fo confer with 


Popliſh Recuſants to convert then, and to bzing them into 


the boſcm of this Church? 


en 
i. 


Inquiries about the Pariſhioners, 


J. D O all your Pariſhtoners of due Age reſozt to the 

Divine Service and Sermons in your Church on 
Sundays and Yoly-days ? and on Wevrieſday and Friday 
moznings, if conveniently they can: 


Y D O they oz any of their ſervants occupy themſel vs 
in bodily Labours on d undays oz Yoly-days ? do they open 
their hops and ſell Mares on thoſe dates: oz do Uintners 
Uicuallers, Ann-keepers, 02 others, receive any into their 
Youlſes to tipple and waſte time idly on thoſe dates? only 
they may receive Travellers that are upon a Journey in ne- 
ceſſary occaſtons. 


III. D O your Pariſhioners in the time of Divine Ser⸗ 
vice, @ermon, oz Yomily, behave themſelvs re verently? 
Pen and Youths with their Yats off, both deres giving due 
attention, none diſturbing holy Duttes, by talking, walking 
removing,going out, oʒ uſing any other offence ? and do they 
all kneel, and up, make anſwers in time of Divine Her- 


vice, as yon find it appointed in the Rabzicks of the Come 


.mon-Pzayer- Book? 


IV. SUCH as may be diſcerned to be Papiſts, Here⸗ 
ticks, Schiſmaticks, Anabaptiſts, wepa 


the like, are not only to be pzeſented, but twelve * L 
5 


Articles of Inquiry. 
be leavied on every ſuch perſon, and ſa many of them foz 
every Sunday as abſent themſel ves from the Church, and 
to be employed to the maintenance ofthe Pooz, whereof ac⸗ 
count is to be made to the Juſtices of the Peace. 


V. SUCH are fo be pꝛeſented as are known oz much 
ſuſpeded to be Jaceſfuous, oz to be Married in Jnceſtnons 
o2 unlawfuil degrees of Blood; likewiſe yon onght to pe- 
ſent known Adulterers, Foznicatozs, Blaſphemers, com- 
mon wearers, Dzunkards, Sozccrers, oz Reſozters to 
Sogzcerers. 


VI. ARE there any above the Age of ſixtecn years in 
your Pariſh,and eſpecially that have been examined by your 
Miniſter in the Catechiſm befoze, that do not come to the 
1,02ds upper, to parfake it reverently upon their knees 
thzee times every year at the leaſt, the Feaſt of Eaſter,oz the 
time thereabout, being one: 


VII. ARE thereany in your Pariſh that keep their 
Childzen unbaptized ? enquire diligently, and return the 
Parents oz Governozs names, and the liſt of thoſe Chil, 
dzen by ſuch names as you can learn. And are there any 
that cauſe their Childzen to be baptized pꝛivatelp, by any 
whom your Miniſter doth not allow, and whoſe name they 
will not declare, noz bzing thoſe Childzen, baptized in that 
paivate ſozt to the Church in time of publick Service, that 
their baptiſm may be known to the Congregation that it 
was compleat and lawfull 2 


V111. DOall Women that have been ſafely delivered 
come tothe Church in due time fo partake of the Common- 
Pꝛaper, and do ſuch Women pay their accuffomed Duties: 


IX. DO your Pariſhioners bzing their Dead to be de- 
cently Buried after the Der vice of the Church in their own 
Pariſh grounds ? oz if they carry the Dead away to be 1Bu- 
ried in ſome other place, whether they be Lodgers oz other 

p 's) Strangers 


— P — ” 
A —EL„— 
? 2; \ : : P "4 2 . 
IT; _ 45 986 . 1 = | ; . j "< _ —— 


» . . a 3 


Articles of Inquiry. 
Strangers, d3 they ficlt obtatn leave of the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh, and hre his certificate # 


X. DO any of pour Pariſh aſailly frequent other Pa- 
rich Churches, and abſent themſel vs from their own: 


XI. ARE there any that keep pzivate Conventicles 
contrary to the Statute of this pzeſent Parliament in their 
Mouſcs, 02 ab2oad, which are reſozted to, by thoſe eſpectally 
that are known oz ſuſpected foz Decaries, oz any way diſ⸗ 
affected to the pꝛeſent Church of England? 


XII. DO pour Pariſhioners pay their Eaſter Dffer- 
ings, and accuſtomed Duties, called Uicarage Tithes, oz 
by any other name, to their Minister: 


XIII. ARE there any Mills oz Teſtaments of per- 
ſons dead in your Par ich, that are not p2zoved by a lawfull 
Judge ? c2 do pon know oz hear cf any goods adminiſtred 
without due grant from the Dzvinary ? 


XIV. W HAT Legacies have been given fo pious uſes 
in your Pariſh, which are utterly defrauded oꝛ not imployed 
ta the right uſe accozding to the Mill of the Donoz 2 


XV. ARE your Seats and Pews in the Church decent- 
ly kept: And are the Pariſhioners placed in them without 
| cffence and contention ? 


Inquiries about Church- Officers, and other Perſons. 


I. [* any Stranger come to Pzeach in pour Pariſh Church 

oz Chapel, on Sundays and Yoly-days,at Chziſtnings, Þ 
Funerals, Parriages,o2 any other occaſion,let the Church ⸗ 

wardens demand to ſee his D2vers and Licence to pzeach - 

which he had from the Bishop; and if he can ſhew = | 
et 
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Articles of Inquiry. 
let them iahlbit him from Pzeaching. 


[ 1. DID your late Church ⸗wardens ſuffer extommu⸗ 
nicated Perſons to be Buried in any part of your Churct, 
Chancel, oz Church-yard ? 3 


111. D OT H pour Pariſh Clark, and Sexten (ik yon 
ha ve any ſuch) do their Duties obedientlp and diligently? 
Are they of honeſt Life and Converſation : Js your Pat ich 
Clark dncly choſen by the Piniſter 2 And is he allowed by 
the Ozdinarp: Can he wzite and read? Doth he make 
Keſponſiors to the Yymns and other Suffrages to the Lt, 
turgy ? 


IV. Is there a School publick oz pzivate in your Pa- 
rich: As the School⸗Paſter, (and Uſher if be have one) 
allowed by the Bichop oz his Chancc!!onr 2 Do'h he bzecd 
bis Scholars Religioufly z and doth he teach them the 
Church Catechiſm ? Is there any who pꝛetend to be a Pi⸗ 
niffer,and is a Non-congg2milt, who doth keep a Schaol fo: 
young Scholars in his Mule in the name of ſome other 
perſon ? 


V. HAVE yon any Phyſician, Chirurgion, oz Pidwike 
in your Pariſy,that p23ciſe without Licence: 


1419 
VI. ARE pour Church wardens duely choſcn in the 
week after Eaſter day, and after the cuſtom and manner of 


the Partilh ? 
VII. HAVE pour late Church-wardens, having ſur- 


render' d their places upon the Elecicn of new ones, given 


up their accounts to the Pariſhioners ? and are their ac⸗ 
counts allowed: oz bave they falſified their truſt + where- 
in? and how much? 


VIII. ALSO have the ſaid Church-wardens been dili⸗ 


gent fo repair the Church, to keep it decent and 2 ? 
ate 


* 
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Articles of Inquiry. f 
Ha ve they pzeſer ved the Font foz Baptiſm fit and hand 
ſome foz that ule? kewiſe have they look d carefully to the 
Communion Table, to the Plate, and all Utenſils per- 
taining to it? And have they pzovided ſuch fine white Bead 
and good Wine, as was fit foz the @acrament, accozvi 
to advice taken with the Pinilter fs 


I Et the Church · wardens and Side · men inquire Diligently 
what Anſwers they will and can give, according to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws now eſtabliſhed , to all theſe particular 
upon Oath , ſetting the fear of God and the good of his 
Church before their Eyes. 1 


